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UCL's Scandinavian Studies MA offers an
intellectually exciting and flexible range of options
focusing on Nordic culture in a global context. No
prior knowledge of a Nordic language is required,
though students can opt to consolidate their
language or translation skills, or to start Danish,
Finnish, Icelandic, Norwegian or Swedish from
scratch.

Degree summary
This degree allows students to choose to examine the Nordic world in
depth from a variety of different angles, including acquiring advanced
translation skills, or studying Nordic cinema, Nordic literature in global
perspective, the transnational politics of the region, and material cultures
as well as modules on Viking and medieval Scandinavia. Assessed
modules are supplemented with workshops and a summer school
providing opportunities for networking and career development in
publishing, translation, film-making, and the heritage and creative
sectors. Students with no or limited prior knowledge of a Scandinavian
language (Danish, Norwegian, Swedish, Icelandic, or Old Norse) may be
able, subject to approval by the programme and module convenors, to
audit an undergraduate Scandinavian language module at the
appropriate level. This module cannot be taken for credit counting
towards the MA degree.
//

UCL Scandinavian Studies is the largest independent centre in the
UK. Our research and teaching encompasses the languages,
literatures, cultures, histories and politics of the entire Nordic region,
ranging from the Viking Middle Ages to the present day.

//

Facilities are excellent: UCL boasts possibly the best Scandinavian
Studies library outside Scandinavia, and students also have the
outstanding collections of the British Library close at hand. Excellent
links with universities in mainland Scandinavia, Iceland and Finland
provide further benefits.

//

We are home to Norvik Press, the UK's only press specialising in
Nordic literature and culture, and to the Viking Society for Northern
Research, the world's foremost learned society in the field of
medieval Scandinavian studies.

Degree structure
Mode: Full-time: 1 year; Part-time: 2 years
Location: London, Bloomsbury
Students undertake modules to the value of 180 credits. The programme
offers two pathways: taught and research. Taught: one core
cross-language module (30 credits), three taught modules (90 credits),
and a dissertation (60 credits). Research: one core cross-language
module (30 credits), two taught modules (60 credits), and a research
dissertation (90 credits).
A Postgraduate Diploma, one core module (30 credits), three optional
modules (90 credits) full-time nine months or part-time two years, is
offered.
A Postgraduate Certificate, one core module (30 credits), one optional
module (30 credits) full-time three months, part-time six months, is
offered.
Upon successful completion of 180 credits, you will be awarded a MA in
Language, Culture and History: Scandinavian Studies.
Please note that the list of modules given here is indicative. This
information is published a long time in advance of enrolment and module
content and availability is subject to change.
CORE MODULES
Please click here for the current list of compulsory and optional modules for this
programme.
The programme also provides students with opportunities to go beyond the
Scandinavian language-speaking world. Firstly, the interdisciplinary core module taken
by all LCH students permits research into two areas of major contemporary interest
outside the language pathway – previous themes include The Past, Memory, Sexuality,
and Warfare. Secondly, students on the Taught pathway can choose up to 30 credits of
CMII modules (from other CMII MA programmes) with a wider European or global focus.
In this way, students can further tailor their specific module choices to their individual
interests, leading to a uniquely flexibly, interdisciplinary degree programme. Please see
below for more information on module choices.
DISSERTATION/REPORT
//

All students undertake an independent research project on a literary, cultural or
historical topic, which culminates in a 12,000-word dissertation (taught pathway) or
18,000-word dissertation (research pathway).

Teaching and learning
The programme is delivered through a combination of lectures, seminars
and tutorials. Formal teaching occurs in the first two terms and the third
term is devoted to revision sessions, examinations and detailed
supervision of the dissertation project. Student performance is assessed
through coursework essays, a dissertation, and unseen written
examinations.

Additional costs
For more information on additional costs for prospective students please
go to our estimated cost of essential expenditure at Accommodation and
living costs.

Accessibility
Details of the accessibility of UCL buildings can be obtained from
AccessAble accessable.co.uk. Further information can also be obtained
from the UCL Student Support & Wellbeing team.

Your career
An MA in Scandinavian Studies offers prospects for employment in the
private as well as in the public sector, whether in Scandinavia or in the
English-speaking world. Our graduate students are to be found in a
range of challenging careers, which include work in IT and management,
museums and university teaching.

Employability
In the UK and abroad, the Nordic countries are increasingly recognised
for the success of their political and social model, and for their film,
literature, food and design. Our MA graduates bring their deep
understanding of Scandinavian culture to careers in which knowledge of
the region is key: publishing, the arts, commerce and information
management. Expertise in Nordic languages is rare in the UK, and
employer demand is accordingly high. Our MA allows students to hone
their Nordic language skills or to try a new language. Many of our
graduates launch careers with translation companies and as freelancers.

Entry requirements
A minimum of an upper second-class Bachelor's degree in a relevant
discipline from a UK university or an overseas qualification of an
equivalent standard in a relevant discipline.

English language requirements
If your education has not been conducted in the English language, you
will be expected to demonstrate evidence of an adequate level of
English proficiency.
The level of English language proficiency for this programme is:
Advanced.
Information about the evidence required, acceptable qualifications and
test providers is provided at:
ucl.ac.uk/prospective-students/graduate/applying-international-student

Your application
Students are advised to apply as early as possible due to competition for
places. Those applying for scholarship funding (particularly overseas
applicants) should take note of application deadlines.
When we assess your application we would like to learn:

Fees and funding 2021/22 entry
// UK: £12,500 (FT), £6,250 (PT)
// Overseas: £25,800 (FT), £12,900 (PT)
The tuition fees shown are for the year indicated above. Fees for
subsequent years may increase or otherwise vary. Further information
on fee status, fee increases and the fee schedule can be viewed on
the UCL Students website: ucl.ac.uk/students/fees.
All full time students are required to pay a fee deposit of £1,000 for
this programme. All part-time students are required to pay a fee
deposit of £500.
For details of scholarships available to MA students in the
department, please refer to our MA Scholarships webpage.
Full details of funding opportunities can be found on the UCL
Scholarships website: ucl.ac.uk/scholarships

Application deadline
All applicants: 31 May 2021
Details on how to apply are available on the website at: ucl.ac.uk/pro
spective-students/graduate/taught-degrees/how-apply-step-step-gui
de

•
•
•
•

why you want to study Scandinavian Studies at graduate level

•
•

what you expect to get out of the programme

UK withdrawal from the EU

where you would like to go professionally with your degree

For up-to-date information relating to specific key questions following the
UK’s decision to leave the EU, please refer to ucl.ac.uk/brexit

why you want to study Scandinavian Studies at UCL
what particularly attracts you to this programme
how your personal, academic and professional background meets
the demands of a challenging programme

Together with essential academic requirements, the personal statement
is your opportunity to illustrate whether your reasons for applying to this
programme match what the programme will deliver.

Contact
Admissions enquiries

Email:

There is an application processing fee for this programme of £90 for
online applications and £115 for paper applications. Further information
can be found at:
ucl.ac.uk/prospective-students/graduate/taught/application.
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