LONDON'S GLOBAL UNIVERSITY

Security and Crime Science

Forensic Biology and DNA Interpretation (SECU0055)
Description

This module will introduce students to key interpretation
concepts within forensic biology topics, such as body fluid
detection, human DNA profiling, wildlife forensic science,
forensic microbiology, and DNA applications in
environmental science. Students will learn how to interpret
human DNA profiles and evaluate biological evidence
within varied case contexts, culminating in the production
of a written court report. The module will also explore
emerging technological advances that have implications
for the future of forensic biology and the interpretation of
biological evidence.

On completing this module, students will:

•

Understand key interpretation considerations and
processes within of a range of forensic biology topics,
such as body fluid detection, wildlife forensic science,
forensic microbiology and DNA applications in
environmental science;

•

Understand the processes of various human DNA
profiling methods and be aware of the objective and
subjective elements of generating a human DNA
profile;

•

Be able to interpret single-source and mixed human
DNA profiles using appropriate genotyping software;

•

Be able to use appropriate statistical analyses to
attribute evidential weight to comparisons between
reference and crimestain human DNA profiles;

•

Be aware of a range of considerations in the
evaluation of biological evidence in criminal cases,
and be able to refer to both case circumstances and
published research to evaluate such evidence;

•

Understand the basic approaches to providing written
evidence to court and gain experience in writing a
court report;

Key information
Year

2020/21

Credit value

15 (150 study hours)

Delivery

UG L6, Campus-based

Reading List

View on UCL website

Tutor

Dr Sherry Nakhaeizadeh

Term

Term 2

Timetable

View on UCL website

Assessment

: 40.0%
Oral examination (departmentally managed): 10.0%
Written examination (main exam period): 50.0%

Find out more
For more information about the department,
programmes, relevant open days and to
browse other modules, visit ucl.ac.uk

Disclaimer: All information correct as of March 2020. Please note that aspects of the module may be subject to change. UCL will make best
efforts to inform applicants of major changes.
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Gain knowledge in emerging technological
advances that have implications for the future of
forensic biology and the interpretation of biological
evidence.

Students who wish to take the Level 7
postgraduate version of the module need to have:

•

‘A’ level biology AND undergraduate
module(s) in molecular biology and/or
genetics, or

•

‘A’ level biology AND take the ‘Fundamentals
in Molecular Biology’ module in Term 1 of the
MSc programme
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Description

This module will introduce students to key interpretation
concepts within forensic biology topics, such as body fluid
detection, human DNA profiling, wildlife forensic science,
forensic microbiology, and DNA applications in
environmental science. Students will learn how to interpret
human DNA profiles and evaluate biological evidence
within varied case contexts, culminating in the production
of a written court report. The module will also explore
emerging technological advances that have implications
for the future of forensic biology and the interpretation of
biological evidence.

On completing this module, students will:

•

Understand key interpretation considerations and
processes within of a range of forensic biology topics,
such as body fluid detection, wildlife forensic science,
forensic microbiology and DNA applications in
environmental science;

•

Understand the processes of various human DNA
profiling methods and be aware of the objective and
subjective elements of generating a human DNA
profile;

•

Be able to interpret single-source and mixed human
DNA profiles using appropriate genotyping software;

•

Be able to use appropriate statistical analyses to
attribute evidential weight to comparisons between
reference and crimestain human DNA profiles;

•

Be aware of a range of considerations in the
evaluation of biological evidence in criminal cases,
and be able to refer to both case circumstances and
published research to evaluate such evidence;

•

Understand the basic approaches to providing written
evidence to court and gain experience in writing a
court report;

Key information
Year

2020/21

Credit value

15 (150 study hours)

Delivery

PGT L7, Campus-based

Reading List

View on UCL website

Tutor

Dr Sherry Nakhaeizadeh

Term

Term 2

Timetable

View on UCL website

Assessment

Coursework: 50.0%
Written examination (main exam period): 50.0%

Find out more
For more information about the department,
programmes, relevant open days and to
browse other modules, visit ucl.ac.uk

Disclaimer: All information correct as of March 2020. Please note that aspects of the module may be subject to change. UCL will make best
efforts to inform applicants of major changes.
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Gain knowledge in emerging technological
advances that have implications for the future of
forensic biology and the interpretation of biological
evidence.

Students who wish to take the Level 7
postgraduate version of the module need to have:

•

‘A’ level biology AND undergraduate
module(s) in molecular biology and/or
genetics, or

•

‘A’ level biology AND take the ‘Fundamentals
in Molecular Biology’ module in Term 1 of the
MSc programme
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Description

This module will introduce students to key interpretation
concepts within forensic biology topics, such as body fluid
detection, human DNA profiling, wildlife forensic science,
forensic microbiology, and DNA applications in
environmental science. Students will learn how to interpret
human DNA profiles and evaluate biological evidence
within varied case contexts, culminating in the production
of a written court report. The module will also explore
emerging technological advances that have implications
for the future of forensic biology and the interpretation of
biological evidence.

On completing this module, students will:

•

Understand key interpretation considerations and
processes within of a range of forensic biology topics,
such as body fluid detection, wildlife forensic science,
forensic microbiology and DNA applications in
environmental science;

•

Understand the processes of various human DNA
profiling methods and be aware of the objective and
subjective elements of generating a human DNA
profile;

•

Be able to interpret single-source and mixed human
DNA profiles using appropriate genotyping software;

•

Be able to use appropriate statistical analyses to
attribute evidential weight to comparisons between
reference and crimestain human DNA profiles;

•

Be aware of a range of considerations in the
evaluation of biological evidence in criminal cases,
and be able to refer to both case circumstances and
published research to evaluate such evidence;

•

Understand the basic approaches to providing written
evidence to court and gain experience in writing a
court report;

Key information
Year

2020/21

Credit value

15 (150 study hours)

Delivery

UGM L7, Campus-based

Reading List

View on UCL website

Tutor

Dr Sherry Nakhaeizadeh

Term

Term 2

Timetable

View on UCL website

Assessment

Coursework: 50.0%
Written examination (main exam period): 50.0%

Find out more
For more information about the department,
programmes, relevant open days and to
browse other modules, visit ucl.ac.uk

Disclaimer: All information correct as of March 2020. Please note that aspects of the module may be subject to change. UCL will make best
efforts to inform applicants of major changes.
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Gain knowledge in emerging technological
advances that have implications for the future of
forensic biology and the interpretation of biological
evidence.

Students who wish to take the Level 7
postgraduate version of the module need to have:

•

‘A’ level biology AND undergraduate
module(s) in molecular biology and/or
genetics, or

•

‘A’ level biology AND take the ‘Fundamentals
in Molecular Biology’ module in Term 1 of the
MSc programme

